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Background

More than 50% of the global population is urban and it is estimated that by year 2025 this figure will grow to
encompass about two thirds of the global population. Whilst rapid urbanisation brings upon a broad array of
challenges ranging from housing, transport and employment to culture and integration, urban centres are also
drivers of innovation and growth. At present, 60% of global GDP is generated by 600 urban centres. It is in
this context that the EU will cooperate with the City Bureau of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport
and Tourism (MLIT) to launch the "International Urban Cooperation” (IUC-Japan) project to address the many
challenges brought about by urbanisation. The IUC-Japan project is the result of the EU-Japan Urban Policy
Dialogue which was formally established in October 2013.
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Purpose of Cooperation

The purpose of the IUC-Japan project will be to strengthen EU-Japan city-to-city cooperation on sustainable
urban development as well as cooperation on climate change action, linking the Covenant of Mayors Japan to
the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy.

The IUC-Japan will facilitate the exchange of best practice on urbanisation approaches and city-level actions
to combat climate change; these exchanges will increase the capacity of local authorities to design, implement
and manage sustainable urban practices.

Cities interested in participating in the IUC-Japan will need to express interest. The EU and the City Bureau of
MLIT will select 8 European cities to be matched with 8 Japanese cities to exchange best practice and
implement local action plans including climate action plans. Moreover, Japanese cities interested in Global
Covenant of Mayors can join its initiatives on climate change action.

EU cooperates with the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport Implemented by Nagoya University in partnership with Climate
and Tourism. Alliance and Integration International
w ==

Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism bRk s

— NAGOYA UNIVERSITY Jlimate Alliance INTEGRATION



Knowledge exchange shall be implemented including through seminars, webinars, study visits and networking
events in both the selected EU and Japanese cities. The selected cities shall cooperate in areas of mutual
interest such as compact cities, smart cities, ageing populations, resilience, mobility, social inclusion, etc.
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Duration
The three year IUC-Japan project will run from January 2017 to January 2020.
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